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District this year and the Governor 

wanted to say thanks to these fine Lions 

with the Certificates.  

  I have had a lot of nice comple-

ments since the Convention and I want 

to thank all of those folks who helped 

make it happen; and for those who 

missed it, "You sure missed a good 

time."  

  I have just a short time left in 

this Lions Year, but I want to remind 

everyone to get their PU -101s in. Only 

20 clubs have done this at this time. 

Our incoming Governor needs this infor-

mation for his Directory, so lets try to 

help him get this completed with 

a minimum of problems. If not, he 

will come and call on those who 

have not turned 

them in and pes-

ter you till you do, 

so lets save a lot 

of wear and tear 

on the phone lines 

and mail service 

and just get it in.  
  

Thanks for a great Year  
DG Charles  
òWe Serve Better Togetheró 

Convention Report -- 

The District had 170 

people signed up to 

attend, and then the 

rain came; but 158 

folks braved the weather and enjoyed 

a fun filled, informative convention. 

The convention was held at the Hays 

Consolidated High School, for a dif-

ferent venue; plenty of room and very 

nice facilities  

  Past International Director 

Marshall Cooper spoke to the atten-

dees after lunch and we passed out 

some awards. I would like to con-

gratulate all of the Clubs and indi-

viduals who received special recogni-

tion.  

  Our Silver Spur winner 

this year came from Wimberley and 

could not attend since she was having 

a baby, which I have not heard what 

she had, but congratulations go to 

Lion Rebecca Stoian.  

  The Gold Spur winner was 

Lion Betty Schilling from New 

Braunfels Evening.  

  And, the prestigious Harry 

Reasonover  Award, given by the 

West Austin Lions Club, was given to 

long time Lion Dick Crow from Mar-

ble Falls Noon.  

  The C.W.A. Mac Cormack 

Award given by the Austin Founders 

is a club award and it was taken by 

the Marble Fall Noon Club.  

  The W.E. "Webe" Ray  

Award given by the Spring 

Branch  Bulverde Club was given to 

the Johnson City Club.  

  PID Marshall then helped 

hand out five Presidential awards to 

Lion Laura Nell, PDG Angela Nichol-

son, PDG Lester Stockhorst, Lion 

Duane Lueders and Lion Jim New-

bold.  Each of these individuals have 

done something exceptional for the 

DG Charles Handrick  
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The Eyes of Me  
Austin Downtown 

(Founder) Lions Club 
 On December 11 the board of 

directors of the Austin Downtown 

Lions viewed a sneak peek screening 

of the documentary film titled òThe 

Eyes of Me.ó Sponsored by the non-

profit organization All Blind Chil-

dren of Texas, the film follows the 

lives of four teens who have lost their 

sight. The parallel stories of two 

freshmen and two seniors unfold 

over the course of one dynamic year 

at the Texas School for the Blind and 

Visually Impaired in Austin.  

 After watching 15 minutes of 

selected scenes, several members of 

the board admitted to choking back 

tears as they watched. òThe Eyes of 

Meó offers a fresh perspective on the 

lives of young people living with vis-

ual impairments. The film captures 

intimate moments of their everyday 

lives and tells their stories as they 

have never been told before.  

 Their teenage dramas 

(dating, prom, after -school jobs, aca-

demic anxiety, and family relation-

ships) are familiar to the high school 

experience, while their personal sto-

ries (how they lost their sight; how 

they deal with their disability; what 

direction their lives will take) are 

unique.  

  òThe Eyes of Meó will broad-

cast nationally on PBS in 2009. As 

the only portrait of its kind about 

blind teenagers, the film presents a 

unique opportunity to shatter many 

of the misconceptions that impede 

the personal growth and independ-

ence of young people with visual im-

pairments.  

 To maximize the positive 

impact of the film, the Austin Down-

town Lions Club has approved a lead 

gift of $10,000 to fund the film's edu-

cational outreach efforts. These 

funds will support the creation of 

curricula to be implemented in 

Texas high schools and will promote 

learning standards established by 

the Texas Education Agency. The 

unit of study will examine themes 

raised by the film including appre-

ciation of diversity and the struggle 

for personal independence. The Aus-

tin Downtown Lions contribution 

will be matched by the Meadows 

Foundation and the National En-

in the filmõs educational outreach plans. 

All Blind Children of Texas has received 

match grants from the Meadows Founda-

tion and the National Endowment for the 

Humanities to create companion curricula 

to implement in Texas high schools. This 

unit of study will maximize the impact of 

the film while promoting learning stan-

dards established by the Texas Education 

Agency. 

This is a tremendous opportu-

nity to invigorate the national discussion 

of blindness and to underscore our com-

mitment as Lions to serve the needs of the 

blind. The film updates the inspiring story 

of Helen Keller and offers a vivid depic-

tion of the concerns of blind teenagers and 

adults in the 21st century. All of this 

while providing needed resources to Texas 

educators!  

Our club has contributed a lead 

gift of $10,000 to All Blind Children of 

Texas to fund the filmõs educational out-

reach efforts. The Meadows Foundation 

match grant doubles the impact of every 

contribution. These funds will be used to 

create curricula and to produce teacher's 

guides, educational DVDs, and all supple-

mental materials.  

While fundraising will continue 

until the budget is fulfilled, the match 

grant expires at the end of this month. 

Any checks or written pledges received 

before May 1 will qualify for matching 

funds.  

As I write this I am hopeful that 

together we can raise the remaining 

$30,000 to maximize the match grant and 

fulfill the remainder of the outreach 

budget.  

I would like to invite you to consider what 

your club can do to support these efforts.  

For more information, please feel 

free to contact me or one of the following 

representatives of the Austin Downtown 

Lions and All Blind Children of Texas:  

 

Lion Patti Robinson  

robinsonp@tsbvi.edu   

(512) 206-9248 

 

Gloria Bennett  

Coordinator, All Blind Children of Texas  

gloriabennett@tsbvi.edu  

(512) 206-9234 

 

Sincerely, Lion Mark Hastings  

Austin Downtown Lions Club  

President 2008 -2009 

mark@hastings.com  

cell: 512-848-6218 

home: 512-301-2195 

work: 512 -476-6358 

 

dowment for the Humanities to sat-

isfy nearly 30% of the project's total 

budget.  

 The board voted unani-

mously to approve the contribution 

with the hope that other organiza-

tions or individuals support this 

worthy project. Calculating the im-

pact of matching funds already 

committed to the project, an addi-

tional $30,000 is needed to fulfill the 

budget. All contributions to the pro-

ject go directly to the 501(c)(3) non-

profit organization All Blind Chil-

dren of Texas.  

 If you would like more in-

formation or to view a screening, 

contact Patrick Floyd at 404 -808-

8002, E Mail flodown@yahoo.com   

 For information on how to 

support this project, visit the All 

Blind Children of Texas website at: 

http://abctx.org/donate.php  

 

Letter from President Mark Hast-

ings, Downtown Founder Lions  

 

As president of the Austin 

Downtown Lions, I was honored to rep-

resent our club at the District 2 ðS3 An-

nual Convention last weekend in Buda. 

It is always a pleasure to spend time 

with Lions from across Texas and to 

hear about the many worthy projects 

Lions support and sustain.  

I would like to tell you about 

an ambitious new project that our club 

is excited to support. Representatives 

from the Austin -based nonprofit organi-

zation All Blind Children of Texas intro-

duced our board to The Eyes of Me , an 

educational documentary film project. 

This groundbreaking documentary tells 

the stories of four classmates at the 

Texas School for the Blind & Visually 

Impaired. The film will be broadcast 

nationally on PBS in late 2009 or early 

2010. 

The filmmakers joined us at 

the district convention to share selected 

scenes with the assembled Lions.  

Having seen The Eyes of Me , I 

can tell you that it is a moving and en-

gaging film that highlights the capabili-

ties of blind teenagers and the chal-

lenges they face. When our board first 

watched excerpts from the film, several 

of our members admitted to choking 

back tears.  

The subject matter and themes 

of this film make it a perfect fit for a 

partnership with Lions Clubs Interna-

tional. Our club took a special interest 

http://www.lionsdistrict2s3.org/Photos/PDF/Lions%20Support%20Texas%20Educators.pdf
http://www.lionsdistrict2s3.org/Photos/PDF/Lions%20Support%20Texas%20Educators.pdf
mailto:robinsonp@tsbvi.edu
mailto:gloriabennett@tsbvi.edu
mailto:mark@hastings.com
mailto:flodown@yahoo.com
http://abctx.org/donate.php


State Convention  

MD -2 

Lubbock Texas  
 

June 4 -6 

2009 
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New Braunfels Noon Lion L.T. òSkipó Stem is congratulated by PDG Dennis 

Heitkamp on his election as Lions District 2 -S3 Lion's Camp Director (South) 

as Club President Cheryl Casteel looks on.   The New Braunfels Noon Lions are 

very proud to have Skip take on this important task.  

Call To  

Convention  
VDG Corner  

 We are moving quickly towards 

the end of our Lionõs year and a lot of 

clubs are looking at their rosters and 

planning to remove inactive, non -dues 

paying members. This is as it should be; 

no club should pay dues to LCI or State 

and District dues if the dues arenõt being 

paid by the member.  

 However, there are important 

activities that need to take place before 

the member is dropped. Please do an exit 

interview with the member and find out 

why he/she has quit being involved with 

the club. You may be able to draw the 

member back into club fellowship; after 

all, the person joined with the feeling 

that there was something Lions repre-

sent that made him/her join in the first 

place. If that something is missing and is 

appropriate, institute it and get the 

member active again. Maybe the Lion 

wasnõt drawn into the comradeship of 

the Club, maybe there was a perceived, 

but unintentional snub from members of 

the club. There are many reasons for 

dropping out of Lions, but most drop -

outs can be prevented if we make our 

clubs inviting, inclusive, pleasant, re-

specting places for our membership.  

 There are never enough Lions 

to fulfill all the needs that we want to 

address in our commu-

nities. Before dropping 

non-participating 

members, please make 

one more personal 

contact with the mem-

ber. A member saved 

is another pair of hands, another mind 

and body to do the important charitable 

work of Lions.  

DG -Elect Larry Nicholson  

 

 

A message from our President:  

 

One of my favorite American 

football coaches, Lou Holtz, was never 

too concerned if his team was trailing at 

halftime.   He said this:  

"How you respond to the chal-

lenge in the second half will determine 

what you become after the game, 

whether you are a winner or a loser."  

For Holtz, halftime played a 

special role in his game plan.   He saw it 

as a time to take note of what worked 

and what didn't work in the first 

half.   It was an opportunity to restore 

his team's confidence. By making the 

proper adjustments they could still win 

the game. 

We are now in the second half 

of our leadership year and, if you have-

n't done so already, this is the time to 

review your goals, take a close look at 

what is working and to make whatever 

changes are needed to end this year as a 

winner.  

The first half is history. It is 

what we do now that determines how 

we've done this year. We have three 

months left in which to write the legacy 

of our leadership.   Will your legacy be 

one that you will be proud to pass on to 

your successor?  Will you have left Lions 

Clubs International better than you 

Skip Elected TLC Director  

found it? Only you can answer that 

question.  
 

 Sincerely, President Al Brandel  

Lions Clubs International  

From Lions International  
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San Marcos Fire Department on the scene of an April 28th fire that destroyed 

the San Marcos Lions River Tube Rental facility. The Club vows to reopen by 

the Memorial Day weekend.  

Fire Destroys Lions Tube Rental  
Lions Vow To Open on Memorial Day  

special meeting of Lions Club Directors, 

club members and representatives from 

the city of San Marcos, the club set a 

target date of Memorial Day to be back 

in the business of renting tubes along 

the San Marcos River.  

Rhoades said he has received 

many phone calls and comments of sup-

port for the Lions Club and its charita-

ble efforts, many of which included of-

fers of assistance to help the tube rental 

get back on its feet as soon as possible.  

òWe really appreciate the out-

pouring of support from the community. 

Our whole objective is to serve and help 

take care of the needy in San Marcos. 

One way or another, weõll get it going 

again,ó Rhoades said. 

 The tube rental portion of the 

building was destroyed, and city officials 

are awaiting further inspections to see if 

the attached Recreation Building is a 

partial or total loss. The centerõs kitchen 

area was also destroyed, city officials 

said. 

Fire, police and San Marcos 

Electric Utility workers were still on the 

scene six hours after the fire broke out. 

The case is under investigation.  

By JEFF WALKER  

San Marcos Daily Record  

Features Editor  

 

Mike Rhoades stood in abso-

lute disbelief as he watched the Lions 

Club Tube Rental facility burn early 

Monday morning. No one was injured in 

the fire which broke out about 5 a.m. 

Witnesses said flames could be seen as 

far away as Hopkins Street.  

Mike Rhoades, San Marcos 

(Noon) Lions Club President, was on 

the scene by 6 a.m., minutes after re-

ceiving a phone call about the blaze. 

His first thought; the people and or-

ganizations that could be affected. The 

club uses funds raised from its summer-

time tube rental operation to donate to 

organizations such as the Salvation 

Army, the Hays Caldwell Womenõs Cen-

ter, Court Appointed Special Advocates 

(CASA) and other local social services, 

charities and youth groups.  

So far this year the club has 

donated about $140,000. òWe were sup-

posed to start (renting tubes) this Sat-

urday,ó Rhoades said. òWe may not be 

able to provide for the needy as much, 

we could be set back a while.ó 

Following a Monday night 

NB Noon Lions  

Current classroom in a village in 

Cameroon. The New Braunfels Noon 

Lions dig into their pockets to do-

nate to assist construction of a 

classroom in Cameroon.   Lion Tom 

Call made a quick presentation of a 

Peace Corps project in a village in 

Cameroon, undertaken by his 

Granddaughter Samantha.   An im-

promptu collection plate was 

passed and the Lions came up with 

$274.00.   The money was enough to 

put the amount needed over the top; 

so the classroom will be built.   Ba-

bove is a picture of the present 

classroom.   The new one will have a 

steel roof, windows and doors, and 

a blackboard.    

Debby Lawrence was Lion of 

the Month for March. Itõs hard to pick 

the right month to recognize Debby 

because sheõs ALWAYS hard at work on 

Lions activities. This year she chaired 

the Fund Raising Committee, the Social 

Committee, and the Pecan Sales and 

Genealogy Society Luncheon Fundrais-

ers. She has also put a lot of time and 

effort into training, assisting, and 

streamlining the turnover of the news-

letter to a new editor. Debbyõs extraor-

dinary organizational skills, memory, 

and history with the San Marcos Blue-

bonnet Lions make 

her an invaluable 

asset as one of our 

clubõs guiding Lions. 

She also serves a 

Certified Guiding 

Lion for the Bobcat 

Lions Club at Texas 

State University.  

Bluebonnet Lion  

of the Month  
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òMembership is the Keyó 

New MembersñApril  
 

Congratulations to the newest members of District 2 -S3 and their 

sponsors. If there is no sponsor listed, it was not submitted to 

LCI.  Lion Charles Handrick  

 

Austin (Downtown) Founder Lions Club  

Uriel Bach   sponsored by  Neil Gilligan Jr.  

 

Bastrop Lost Pines Lions Club  

Cary Cobb   sponsored by  Carole Thomas  

Sharon Cobb   sponsored by  Carole Thomas  

Deronza Greene   sponsored by  Carole Thomas  

Retlaw Greene   sponsored by  Rosanna Abreo  

Tommie Marlar   sponsored by  Carole Thomas  

Derek VanGilder   sponsored by  

Donna VanGilder   sponsored by  

 

Bulverde Lions Club  

Roy Closson   sponsored by  Mark Kirchoff  

 

Elgin Evening Lions Club  

Rosemary Wentworth  sponsored by  Jeanette Shelby  

 

Elgin Noon Lions Club  

Joe Cottle   sponsored by  Terry Fowler  

Lynn Cottle   sponsored by  Terry Fowler  

Elizabeth West   sponsored by  Jeri Lynn Warren  

 

Garden Ridge Lions Club  

Mark Delaney   sponsored by  Wayne Tyson  

 

Granger Lions Club  

Kristi Harris   sponsored by  Judy Gotcher  

 

Gruene Lions Club  

Adam Grumbles   sponsored by  Sebastian Freytag  

 

Johnson City Lions Club  

James Odiorne   sponsored by  Dale Hardy  

 

Lago Vista Lions Club  

Joseph A Gudka   sponsored by  Bill Williams  

Paul F Magrone   sponsored by  Bill Williams  

 

Lockhart Lions Club  

Harry Kemp   sponsored by  Ray Sanders  

Donald Tokar   sponsored by  Harry Kemp  

Alfredo R Munoz   sponsored by  Ray Sanders  

 

Manor  Lions Club  

Chester Batchelor  sponsored by  William Murray  

 

McQueeney Lions Club  

Andrew B Kim   sponsored by  Tom Burrell  

 

Round Rock Noon Lions Club  

Joe Musseli   sponsored by  Shirley Dillman  

 

 

Spicewood Lions Club  

New Charter Members  
 The newly formed Spicewood Lions Club held their 

Charter Night celebration on Wednesday, April 22, at the 

Lakehouse Café in Spicewood. The charter membership in-

cludes eleven new charter members joining in April, they are: 

Brett Anderson, Charles Anderson, Steve Duich, Diane Dwight, 

Beth Howe, Jeff Jakobeit, Edward Manigold, Robert Mostue, 

Brandy Salmeron, Eduardo Salmeron, and Guy Weinhold.  



 Page 6                   Our Motto: òWe Serve Better Togetheró 

 May 2009                                                                                                                                Volume 6, Issue 11  

 

 

 

 Leos from the three New Braunfels schools assist in operation of various activities at òFolkfest,ó sponsored 

by the New Braunfels Heritage Society to demonstrate how things were done in the olden days. Proceeds of the 

two -day event go to the operation and maintenance of the societies historic buildings and artifacts.  

New Braunfels LEOS & Folkfest  

Molly Stewart & Mary Hicks prepare to help young-

sters produce clay objects.  A New Braunfels High School Leo assists youngster in 

making an adobe brick.  

Cassie is assisting Gladys Bartlett at the Clothes 

Washing  Booth.  

Gladys Bartlett and Dana in the Clothes Washing Booth.  


